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Incoming Tsunami of Evictions



Renters at Risk of Eviction



Soft Evictions

Verbal
Threat

Harassment

Willful 
neglect

Withhold 
housing 
services

Change 
rules



•“We tell our families, whatever you do, 
prioritize housing. It's the hardest thing to 
get back once it's lost.”

Program Services Coordinator, Family Promise 
Affiliate



Downward Mobility



Downward Mobility

“When the moratorium started, we started 
getting families that had never reached the ALICE 
{Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed} 
threshold before. They had no record of receiving 
financial support. Now, they were one paycheck 
away from homelessness.”

Case Manager, Family Promise Affiliate



Wider Net of People in Need

•Out of 575 applications for assistance filed 
since April 10th, 460 were first-time 
assistance requests.

Family Promise Affiliate



Affiliate Snapshot: Job Loss

• Out of 575 
applications for 
assistance filed 
since April 10th

Reasons for Assistance

Work hours reduced

Loss of income

Lost employment

No change in income



Challenges after COVID-19

Governance: Wider net of people pushed into government services 

Rent: Families spending more of income on rent

Relationships: Increasing power of landlords 



Interventions





Eviction Moratoria

“The moratorium isn't sustainable. It's a band aid that is 
festering underneath. The government will eventually rip the 
band aid off. ”

Family Services Coordinator, Family Promise Affiliate



Impact of Evictions



On Education

“Homework comes last on the list of 
priorities when you are experiencing 
homelessness.”

Executive Director, Family 
Promise Affiliate

Children experiencing homelessness are 
8-9X more likely to repeat grades.



Education Deficits from School Closures

• Students studying from home are 
faced with isolation, anxiety, and 
uncertainty about the future.

• Students may have a hard time 
concentrating and manifest 
symptoms of depression in the 
months to come.

• Students are likely to enter school 
with more variability in their 
academic skills.

Source: The Brookings Institute, 2020.

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/05/27/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-student-achievement-and-what-it-may-mean-for-educators/


On Future Housing 

“If you have just one eviction on your record, they won't rent to 
you. And it's not illegal.”

Executive Director, Family Promise Affiliate



On Mental Health and Family Stability

“When you’re evicted, you lose 
your place to be in the world. 
A trauma like this stays with a 
family for the rest of their 
lives.”

“When survival is your mission 
every day, you can’t address the 
trauma you are experiencing. A lot 
of healing needs to be done.”

Executive Director, Family Promise Affiliate





Spending on Interventions

• “For $200 per child, we can keep a family housed, compared 
to $4000 to rehouse them.”

Family Services Coordinator, Family Promise 
Affiliate

• April 2018 study in Tacoma, WA showed $1,668 cost per 
successfully diverted family, vs $10,641 cost per family 
housed in emergency shelter.

Building Changes, 2018 

https://buildingchanges.org/images/documents/library/2018_DiversionCaseStudy_FINAL.pdf


Questions?
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