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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed here are the presenter's and 

not necessarily those of the Federal Reserve Bank 

of Minneapolis or the Federal Reserve System.
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PARENTS AND CAREGIVING

B AS E D  O N  W O R K  B Y B O ESC H ,  
G R U N EWA L D ,  N U N N ,  AN D  PAL M E R
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LFPR DECLINE FOR PARENTS

• Mothers’ LFPR dropped dramatically in 2020

• Mothers (aged 25-54) of 0-17 year-olds

• More than 3 pp below pre-pandemic baseline LFPR

• But recovering

• Mothers (aged 25-54) of 0-4 year-olds

• Almost 3 pp below

• Not yet recovering

• Fathers (aged 25-54) of 0-4 year-olds

• Similar declines through Apr 2020

• But largely recovered by Nov 2020

PARENTS DURING THE PANDEMIC RECESSION
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CAREGIV ING RESPONSIBIL ITIES

• Parents’ LFPR declines mirrored by increases in caregiving as reason for 

nonparticipation

• Mothers of 0-4 year-olds in Nov 2020: > 2 pp above pre-pandemic baseline

• Fathers of 0-4 year-olds in Nov 2020: back to pre-pandemic baseline

• Nonparents also reported (smaller) increases 

PARENTS DURING THE PANDEMIC RECESSION
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FUTURE RESEARCH

• Want to explore:

• Racial disparities

• Household structure

• Occupational mix 

• Plan to update LFPR analysis in summer 2021

• Relatedly, will soon publish work on ECE workforce

• Dramatic declines in employment

• Disproportionately low-income women

PARENTS DURING THE PANDEMIC RECESSION


